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We, the members of Gamma Kappa Alpha, the National Italian Honor Society, pledge to uphold and further the Italian language and culture. The initials signify “Knowledge and Virtue,” two attributes that will strive to maintain throughout our lives. We pledge to stay true to our dreams and never stray from out beliefs, and carry forth the traditions that have made Italians great.
Noi, membri della Gamma Kappa Aplha ci impegniamo a sostenere e incoraggiare la lingua e la cultura italiana. Le iniziali sigificano “ Conoscenza e virtù” due valori che  ci impegniamo a mantenere per tutta la vita, rimanendo fedeli ai nostri sogni senza allontonarci dalla nostra fede, e portando avanti le tradizioni che hanno reso grandi gli Italiani.
EDITED BY MARIA ROSARIA VITTI-ALEXANDER

NAZARETH COLLEGE NO. 35, WINTER 2016
October 31, 2016

Dear Colleagues,

Happy Fall! I hope this letter finds you well. I want to begin by thanking you for your all your hard-work for promoting Gamma Kappa Alpha on your campus.  Time truly flies – this is my third year as President of Gamma Kappa Alpha. I have learned a lot about the organization this past year in particular and from this knowledge have new goals for the upcoming year.

As we continue to grow as an organization, we simultaneously promote the diffusion of Italian not only at the university level but also from a more global standpoint.  This past year, we created a listserv, gammakappaalpha@listserv.uark.edu, to help improve communication amongst our membership.  Additionally, GKA awarded two scholarship awards: the first prize was given to Edelweiss Calcagno, student of Mauro Rasmini of the University of Maryland and the second prize went to Jenica Brown, student of Colleen Ryan at Indiana University Bloomington. Congratulations to our winners!

Last year I wrote about updating our website.  This work is currently being completed. I am hoping to launch our new website in January 2017.  The website will be hosted on the University of Arkansas server and will have a modern, interactive look.  I am really excited about this update that will offer interactive features like an alumni highlight spot to inform students of the importance of knowing more than one language for the job market.  

I would like to close with a proposal/suggestion. In the spring, I attended the German National Honor’s Society induction and they invite a professor to give a lecture before formally inducting the students.  Being an academic honors society, I think, when possible, our Gamma Kappa Alpha inductions should try to add an academic aspect to them, whether it be a faculty member from the university or from the outside, or even our own students presenting material and/or reading a poem and offering a brief interpretation.  Often our programs do not have funding to offer an honorarium to faculty to travel and lecture.  I would like to suggest collaborating with your neighbors, especially those who live in urban areas.  I would like to put together a directory of faculty who may be willing to give a lecture at a neighboring college or university for an induction ceremony.  If you are interested in participating, please send me (calabret@uark.edu) your name, contact information, research area and I will put your information in the directory and it will be shared with our GKA colleagues.  This initiative, I hope, will be beneficial for our students, programs and even young faculty who are trying to build their curriculum vitae.  My last request is simple – ask your colleagues if they have a GKA chapter on their campus, and if not, invite them to do so. 

Thanks again for all the work you do for our organization and for your programs.

Best wishes,
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Ryan Calabretta-Sajder

President, Gamma Kappa Alpha

ANNOUCEMENTS
It is also the time to bring to your attention the following item:

Announcement of the 2017 GKA Award for Scholarship. (details follow).

As always, we are grateful for your interest in GKA. Let’s keep in mind that this AWARD is an honor for the recipient as well as for the instructor!

We strongly encourage you to submit your name to serve as a member of the AWARD COMMITTEE. We need three colleagues to serve; if you are interested in serving, please send an e-mail to the vice president Maria Rosaria Vitti-Alexander no later than Friday, March 18, 2017. Her e-mail address is mvittia6@naz.edu. Also, please submit for consideration the names and works of your best students, in accordance with the guidelines provided elsewhere in this NEWSLETTER. Please mark on your calendar the deadline for submission of the students’ packets: Friday, April 8, 2017.
***********************************************

An invitation to AU Chapter Academic Advisors:

The GKA National Italian Honor Society is pleased to announce its 2017 GKA Award for Scholarship, to recognize outstanding undergraduate scholarship in the field of Italian literature, culture, or linguistics. 

We are cordially inviting you to encourage your students to submit entries in the form of original essays.

By offering this award, we sincerely hope to stimulate further interest in Italian studies, while recognizing the achievements of the students and their teachers.

Deadline for submission of entries, which is Friday, April 8, 2017.

Nomination packets are to be sent to the Chair of the Award Committee, whose name will be announced in a separate mailing once we receive nominations to serve in the GKA AWARD COMMITTEE, or to the vice president, mvittia6@naz.edu
Thank you for your attention to this announcement and for your consistent support of our Society.
Last year’s GKA Scholarship winners were
First Prize:   Edelweiss Calcagno, student of Mauro Rasmini, University of Maryland

Title of her paper was: “La donna nel cinema specchio della società in Blow Up, Calibro 9 Milano, Lamerica e La grande bellezza.

Second Prize: Jenica Brown, student of Colleen Ryan at Indiana University Bloomington

Title of her paper was: “Redenzione come scelta ne I promessi sposi.”

Congratulations from all of us.

GAMMA KAPPA ALPHA MEMBERS INDUCTED IN SPRING 2016
Adelphi University (3)

Matthew Bellomo

Diana Malizia

Marissa Marinucci

Arcadia University (8)

Lauretta Bushar 

Marissa Cecere

Maria-Isidora Chiatti

Samantha Compitello

Tiffany Etter

Miriam Hernandez-Meadows

Timothy Randall

Melanie Santiago
The University of Arizona (7)

Karen Castro

Mercedes Galarza

Yasmin Diaz Mendia 

Brandee Newkirk

Katherine Raymer

Eliza-Guadalupe Molina Del Rio

Brooke Teufel

The University of Arkansas (7)

Meaghan Blanchard

Mark Hall

Madeline Mee

Pamela Rivera

Zoe Rom

Clio Rom

John  Turner

Binghamton University (3)

Arianna Caradonna

Abbey Murphy

Amanda O’Conner

Brown University (4)



California Chaney
Christina Mata

Ian Shank

Alfred Wiles
University at Buffalo (6) 

Carolyn Alex Black

Alyssa Benton
Rachel Friedman

AlexIa Mendoza

Anthony Scialabba

Michelina Strangio

University of Delware (14)

Emma Appleby

Julian Baseman

Shannon Carty

Alessandro Chiodo

Juliana Farina

Francesca Forgione

Christina Gulla

Georgia di Matteo

Gabriela Muniz

Samantha Naples

Rachel Owrutsky

Frank Sokolovic

Jessica Sugarman

Brian Zilberberg

Depaul University (7)

Richard Arroyo

Maria Diprizio

Brennan Knop

Francesca Martino

Martin Reader

Caterina Salzano

Claire Speck

Drew University (8)
Amanda Birbal
Gabriella Bisconti

Elizabeth Buckridge

Vittoria Carbini

Shanel Garcia

Victoria Korn

Cynthia Montalvo

Alicia Rueda
Florida State University (10)

Jessica Boswell

Cristina Chiodi

Stephnie del Core

Meghan Crawford
Odra Dorante

Devin Carlos Fernandez

Tory Finly

Kristen Emerson Gunter

Urszula Kowalewska

Alexandra Jane Taggart

Franklin & Marshall College (4)

Eleanor Frick
Colleen Gallagher
Emily Lowry

Juliana Piacentini

University of Georgia (3)

Aubrey Erin Claxton

Bridgette Ann Duffield

Jacqueline Vanessa Valadez

George Mason University

Ryan Alexander

Louis D. Herman

Benjamin Palmer

Matias Sur

Zachary Suter
The George Washington University

(10)

Inigo Bland

Christina Carpenter

Richard Damico

Aleyson Huesgen

Mariabruna Jennings

Guoshi Li
Jessica Mandel

Tom Rowland

Manuela simeto

Marcella Violano

Gettysburg College (6)

Gregory Dachille 

Deirdre D’Amico

Megan Fenrich

Yanet Gonzalez
Amy Violante
Laura Walsh
University of Hawai’i at Manoa

Annalyn Oliveros

Lea Notch

Lynn Berlenbach

Anna Scheiner

Kayleen Sur

Maria Goodwin

 Robert Franklin

 Kimberly Lactaoen

Kiani Jackson

Aja Toscano

Bria Wells

Kathryn Whitman

Kayla John Yabes

Hofstra University (5)

Alyssa Acierno

Angela Carucci

Anastasia Cassisi

Sabrina Laria

Marina Sava

Holy Cross College (8)
Alexander Rojas
Lauren Roberts

Sydney-Zeferina Pugliares

Joseph Nolan

Grace McMahon

Kerri Falkenham

Abraham Ross

Allesandra Arduini

Indiana University (7)

Emily Ellis
Jenica Brown

Jacqueline Hassenplug

Laure Rast I

Rebecca Nash

Jessica True

Gabriella DiPalma

Ithaca College (2)
Nicholas Azzopardi

Nicole Veltri
Loyola Marymount University (4)

Jacqueline Garcia
José Jara

Connor O’Callaghan

Giotta Silveus

Manhattan College (3)

Therese Kelly
Monica Lucero

Nicholas Weyland

University of Maryland (2)

Maddalena Irma Andreassi
Edelweiss S.M. Calcagno

Middlebury (10)

Megan Buckley
Anastasia Capatina

Yasmine Fernald

 Eliza J. Ferrari

Thomas Finton

Santiago Gomez 

Alison Haas

John W. Lower

Ricardo A. Martini

Baker Swain

Monmouth University (4)

Geraldine Gomez

Krista La Rosa 

Stephanie Moscatello

Christine Patterson
University of New Hampshire (4)
Amelia Dickinson

Gregory Laudani

Stephanie Morales

Caitlin Truesdale
North Carolina State University (7)

Evan Anderson
Emma Ball

Colin Beamer

Kelsey Strout

Mary Amron Lee

Sophia Menozzi

Ian Woodward

University of Notre Dame (24)

Domenic Canonico

Emily Dargen

Rosalie DePaola

Samantha DiMaggio

Meredith Fraser 

John Hayes 

Morganne Howell

David Katter

Samantha Knee

Camilla Mampieri

Antonio Marchi

John McGuire

Michael McMannon

Austin O’Brien

Alexandra Perez

Christina Payne

Madeleine Rogers

Brandon Russo

Allison Stankowics

Camilla Tassi

Audrey Tatum

Christiann Tavitas

Christian Vulpis

Alexander White
Pennsylvania State University (11)

Angela Bertagni
Anna Centrella

Marie Dillulio

Hannah fanelle

Chris Scalzo

Justin Sorice

Madelina wagner

Michelle Wolf

Lia Gavazzi

Jamie Manecky

Natalia Ruggiero
Pepperdine University (1)

Xavia Gamboa
University of Pittsburgh (6)
Clara Dorfman

Fede Ferrara

Alessandra Pazzaglia

Alice Snook

Aiden Walsh
Grace Strong

Princeton University (5)

Alex Cuadrado
Alvaro L. Bennett

Michael Danielczuk

Helena Ord

Katherine Ferrara

Providence College (3)

Alessandra Gratta

Kristen Keilty

Jamie Paola
Queens College (1)

Giulietta Coppola
University of Rhode Island (10)

Kayla Lousie Butts
Stephnie Cuozzo

Samantha Ellen Falkowski

Giovanni Grande

Malvin Herrera

Drew L. Lachapelle

Michael McWeeney

Shay Spacco

Emily Tacopina

ReenMarie Varkey

Rider University (5)
Gabriella Flamini
Nicholas Forconi

Jonathan Meola

Nicole Morrow

Deicy Santizo

Roger Williams University (2)

Julia Raso
Giovanni Pinto

San Diego State University (10)
Names not listed
University of San Diego (4)
Alyssa cherny

Hayley Park

Olenka Portugal

Molly Schechter
St. John’s University (13)
Vincent Acerenza
Aldo Almanzar

John Anthony Di Maria

Gina Gazivoda

Jacqueline Mancini

Kathryn McGill

Malenie Peries

Anna Maria Pilato

Joanne Pisciotta

Melissa Rengo

Alex Rodetti

Gabriella Trinchetta

Gabriella Tripodi

Stony Brook University (1)

Kaitlyn Rocca

Towson University (7)
Names Not Listed
Vanderbilt College (10)
Alessandra LaBarbera

Mason Boudrye

Judith Cohen

Sophie Gervais

Jesse Knot

Huson Peters

Lachandra Reid

Elizabeth Rockouski

Elizabeth Weiss

Ilanna Starr

University of Vermont (3)

Josh Richard Dyke

Martin Olof Ingemar Kallur

Hannah Tenenbaum

University of Virginia(21)

Maria Cacciapuoti

Francesca Nicole Trombetta

Christina Lee lovino

Danielle Marie Hafer

Avery Kathleen Morrison

 Nicholas John Mattia
Alberto A. Pardo

Mary Chandler Philpott

Shannon Williams Hamer

Kiley Elizabeth Overstreet 

Philip Giovanni Wilson

Stefania Mazza

Andreea Sandu
Caroline Cirillo

Moira 
Hull

Eric Petruzzo

Ellen Thomas

Sarah Mondejar

Kalin Agoglia

Tyler Jones

Mary Collins
Wheaton College (4)

Kelsey Albert

Camden Crosby 

Francesca Flynn

Sienna Van Slooten

NEWS:

The University of Delaware is proud to announce two new Master’s Degree programs in Italian Studies

MA in Italian Studies
This interdisciplinary degree offers students expanded opportunities for career growth in a wide range of fields.  The program allows students to complete a master’s degree in Italian Studies in three semesters.  The required coursework and thesis allow students to attain effective written communication skills in Italian, learn to think critically, and engage in interdisciplinary study.  Students take courses in Italian, and select from other graduate-level classes in History, English, Art History, and Fashion.

The program requires a thesis, completed in the third semester; which allows students to gain research experience with faculty scholars in a particular field of interest. 
4+1 MA Degree in Italian studies
This interdisciplinary program offers students expanded opportunities for career growth in a wide range of fields.  The program allows students to start a master’s degree in Italian Studies in their senior year.  The required coursework and thesis allow students effective written communication skills in Italian, learn to think critically, and engage in interdisciplinary study.  Students take courses in Italian, and select from other graduate-level classes in History, English Art History, and Fashion.

For more information, see our page at: www.dllc.udel.edu/masters-degrees-italian-studies/or contact Laura Salsini, lsalsini@udel.edu
NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS

Dominican University
On November 16th 2015, we inducted five new members into Gamma Kappa Alpha at Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois. The students were joined by their parents and also the Dominican sisters. After being awarded the certificates and reciting the pledge, a reception was held for the students and families. 

Monmouth University

On April 20th 2016, here at Monmouth University, we had a beautiful ceremony for the induction into GKA.

University of Pittsburgh

The University of Pittsburgh Italian Program inducted five new members in its GKA chapter. They were recognized and cheered in the course of a small reception, following the induction ceremony, on April 18th 2016. 

University of Rhode Island

In spring 2016, we had a lovely induction ceremony on April 15th when we inducted ten students into GKA. Parents and friends were in attendance. The heart of the ceremony was dedicated to the students’ comments and stories about how the study of Italian language and culture has affected their lives and influenced who they are becoming; they also envisioned the role Italian will play in the future.
University of San Diego

At USD, we held our yearly inductions ceremony on April 21st 2016, and a celebration followed sponsored by the student club ICLO- Italian Language and Culture Organization. The following four students were inducted and each gave a creative presentation on why they applied to be inducted into GKA, and what the study of Italian has meant/means to them.
NATIONAL CHAPTERS AND CHAPTER ACADEMIC ADVISORS

ADELPHI UNIVERSITY

Science Building 216C

1 South Avenue

Garden City, NY 11530

Professor Jonathan Hiller
jhiller@adelphi.edu
ARCADIA UNIVERSITY

450 S. Easton Road

Glenside, PA 19038-3295

Professor Giorgio Galbussera 
THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF PARIS

Department of Comparative Literature

31, Avenue Bosquet

75343 Paris, Cedex 07, France
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY
School of International Letters & Cultures
P.O. Box 87

Tempe, Arizona 85281
Professor Juliann Vitullo
Juliann.vitullo@asu.edu

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Department of French & Italian

549 Modern Languages

Tucson, Arizona 85721-0067

Professor Giuseppe Cavartorta
Email:beppe@email.arizona.edu

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

Department of Foreign Languages ( Italian)

Fayetteville, AR 72701
Ryan C. Calabretta-Sajder
AUBURN UNIVERSITY

Department of Foreign Languages and Literature
Haley Cneter 6030

Auburn, AL 36849

Anna Chiafele 

334-844-6359

BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Department of Romance Languages and Literatures
P.O. Box 6000

Binghamton, NY 13901

Dana Stewart

stewart@binghamton.edu

BOSTON COLLEGE

Romance Language Department

140 Commonwealth Avenue

Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

Professor Franco Mormando
Franco.mormando@bc.edu
BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Romance Languages

Bowling Green, OH 43403

Professor Carlo Celli

celli@bgsu.edu

BROOKLYN COLLEGE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

Bedford Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11210

Professor Luigi Bonaffini

luigi@brooklyn.cuny.edu

BROWN UNIVERSITY
Department of Italian Studies

P.O. Box 1942

Providence, Rhode Island 02912

Massimo Riva
Massimo.riva@brown.edu
UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO 

Department of Romance Languages and Literatures 

910 Clemens Hall, North Campus 

Buffalo, NY, 14260-4620

Laura Chiesa, Ph.D. Assistant Professor 

lchiesa@buffalo.edu

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, CHICO

Italian Studies Program

Chico, California 95929

Professor Fulvio Orsitto
forsitto@csuchico.edu
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

Department of Languages

College of Architecture, Arts & Humanities

717 Strode Tower

Box 340535

Clemson, SC 29634-5124

Professor Barbara Zaczek

bzaczek@clemson.edu
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
Department of Italian

502 Hamilton Hall

New York, NY 10027

Professor JoAnn Cavallo
Jac3@columbia.edu

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT

Department of Modern and Classical Languages, Unit 1057
Storrs, Connecticut 06269
Professor Philip Balma

Philip.balma@uconn.edu
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

Department of French and Italian

6087 Dartmouth Hall

Hanover, NH 03755

Professor Tania Convertini

1(603)646-3271 tania.convertini@dartmouth.edu

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE
Department of Languages and Literatures
Room 325, Smith Hall

Newark, Delaware 19711

Professor Laura Salsini

lsalsini@udel.edu

DEPAUL UNIVERSITY
Department of Modern Languages

802 West Belden Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60614-3214

Professor Clara Orban

(773) 325-1880 corban@depaul.edu
DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY
Department of Modern Foreign Languages

7900 West Division Street

River Forest, Illinois 60305

Professor Veena Carlson
DREW UNIVERSITY

French and Italian

36 Madison Ave

Madison, NY 07940

Emanuele Occhipinti

eocchipi@drew.edu
ELON UNIVERSITY

Dept of Foreign Languages

Elon, NC 27244

Professor Maureen Melita 
FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY

Department of Modern Languages

Fairfield, Connecticut 06430-7524

Professor Marie-Agnes Sourieau
msourieau@fairfield.edu
FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COLLEGE

P.O Box 3003

Lancaster, PA 17604-3003

Kim Armstrong
kim.armstrong@fandm.edu

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Modern Languages and Linguistics

Tallahassee, Florida  32306

Professor Mark Pietralunga
mpietralunga@fsu.edu

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY
Modern Languages Department

Rose Hill Campus

441 East Fordham Rd.

Bronx, NY 10458-5198

Professor Joseph Perricone
perricone@fordham.edu
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
School of Linguistics

Italian Department

Washington, D.C. 20057

Laura Benedetti

Lb227@georgetown.edu
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

Department of Modern and Classical Languages

MSN 3E5

4400 University Drive

Fairfax, VA 22030

Dr. Kristina Olson

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Romance Languages and Literatures

T-513 Academic Center

801 22nd Washington Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20052

Professor Lynne Westwater
llww@gwu.edu
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE
300 North Washington St. Campus Box 411

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325-1486

Professor Alan R. Perry

apery@gettysberg.edu

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

Department of Romance Languages

Gilbert Hall 214

Athens, Georgia 30602-1815

Professor Steve Grossrogel
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Department of Romance Languages and Literatures

Boylston 215

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
Professor Elvira Di Fabio
edifabio@fas.harvard.edu
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI’I AT MANOA

Literatures and Languages of Europe and the Americas

1890 East-West Road

Honalulu, HI 96822 (USA)

Professor Kathryn Klingebiel

Kathryn@hawaii.edu
HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY

Romance Languages and Literatures

Calkins Hall, Room 338

107 Hofstra University

Hempstead, NY 11549

Professor Lori J. Ultsch

Lori.ultsch@hofstra.edu
COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

One College St.

Worcester, MA 01610-2395

Professor Susan Amatangelo

samatangelo@holycross.edu
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Department of Italian Studies

4800 Calhoun Road
Houston, TX 77004
Professor Alessandro Carrera

Alessandro.Carrera@mail.uh.edu
HUNTER COLLEGE, CUNY
Department of Romance Languages

695 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Professor Paolo Fasoli

pfasoli@hunter.cuny.edu
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO
Dept. of Spanish, Italian & Portuguese

601 S. Morgan Ave.
Chicago, Illinois 60607
Professor Mauda Bregoli-Russo
mabrer@uic.edu

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
French & Italian Department
Ballantine Hall 634
Bloomington, Indiana 47405

Professor Colleen Maria Ryan

ryancm@indiana.edu

ITHACA COLLEGE

Department of Modern Languages (Italian)

953 Danby Rd.

Ithaca, New York 14850

Professor Julia M. Cozzarelli

jcozzarelli@ithaca.edu

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY

Department of Modern Languages

820 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60611

Professor Wiley Feinstein

wfeinst@luc.edu
LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY

University Hall 1 LMU Drive, Suite 3700

Los Angeles, CA 90045-2659

Professor Aine O’Healy

aohealy@lmu.edu
MANHATTAN COLLEGE

Modern Languages and Literatures 

4513 Manhattan College Pkwy, NY 10471

Professor Nonie Wanger
MARIST COLLEGE

Modern Languages and Cultures

3399 North RD, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Maureen M. Melita 

845-575-3000
UNIVERISTY OF MARYLAND

Department of French and Italian

3103 Jimenez Hall

College Park, MD 20742-4815

Professor Giuseppe Falvo

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST

French & Italian Studies

312 Herter Hall

161 Presidents Drive

Amherst, MA 01003-9312

Professor Michael Papio

papio@hfa.umass.edu
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS-LOWELL

Department of Languages

1 University Avenue

Lowell, Massachusetts 01854

Professor Sheryl Lynn Postman
Sheryl_postman@uml.edu 

MARIST COLLEGE

Modern Languages and Cultures – Italian

3399 North Road

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Professor Maureen M. Melita

845-575-3000 ext. 2181

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

College of Arts and Humanities

3215 Jimenez Hall

College Park, Maryland 20742

Professor Giuseppe Falvo

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures

P.O. Box 248093

Coral Gables, FL 33124-2074

Professor Manny Rossi

305-284-5585

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE

Department of Italian

Middlebury, Vermont 05753

Professor Sandra Carletti 
carletti@middlebury.edu
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Romance Languages and Literatures Italian

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1432

Professor Romana Habekovic

Romanah@umich.edu
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Romance and Classical Languages

Old Horticulture Building

East Lansing, Michigan 48824

Professor Joseph Francese
francese@msu.edu
MONMOUTH UNVERSITY

Department of  Foreign Language Studies

400 Cedar Avenue

West Long Brand, NJ 07764

Professor Maria G. Simonelli
msimonel@monmouth.edu
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY
Spanish/Italian Department

1 Normal Ave 

Montclair, NJ 07043

Professor Marisia Trubiano
trubianom@mail.montclair.edu

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

Department of Classics and Italian

50 College Street

South Hadley, MA 01075

Professor Morena Svaldi
NAZARETH COLLEGE OF ROCHESTER
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures

4245 East Avenue

Rochester, New York 14618-3790

Professor Maria Rosaria Vitti-Alexander

(585) 389-2688; E-mail: mvittia6@naz.edu
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
Department of Foreign Languages

Reno, NV 89557
Professor Franco Manca

fm@unh.edu
UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Department of Languages, Literature, and Culture
Murkland Hall

15 Library Way

Durham, New Hampshire 03824-3596

Professor Piero Garofalo
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL

Department of Romance Languages

Dewey Hall 014 A

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514

Professor Ennio I. Rao
erao@email.unc.edu

NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures

5500 North St. Louis Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Professor Gina Maiellaro

Professor Gina Maiellaro@neu.edu
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures

1155 Union Circle, #311127

Denton, TX 76203

Professor Jessica Greenfield

Jessica.greenfield@unt.edu
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

Department of Romance Languages

Notre Dame, Indiana 46556

Professor John Welle
jwelle@nd.edu

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Department of Romance Languages and Literatures

1841 Milkin Road

Columbus, Ohio 4321

Professor Janice Aski
Aski1@osu.edu

PACE UNIVERSITY

Department of Modern Languages and Cultures

One Place Plaza

New York, NY 10038

Professor Martin Marafioti

mmarafioti@pace.edu
PACE UNIVERSITY
Department of Modern Languages and Cultures

861 Bedford Rd.

Pleasantville, NY 10570

Professor Aldo Belardo
abelardo@pace.edu
PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
The Department of Spanish, Italian & Portuguese

211 Burrowes Bldg

University Park, PA 16802-6203

Professor Sherry Roush

Slr21@psu.edu
PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY/SEAVER COLLEGE

International Studies& Languages Division

24255 Pacific Coast Highway

Malibu, CA 90263

Professor Patrizia Rissoni
Patrizia.lissoni@pepperdine.edu
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

Department of French and Italian Languages and Literatures

1328 Cathedral of Learning

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15260

Professor Francesca Savoia
savoia@pitt.edu
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Department of French and Italian

303 East Pyne

Princeton, NJ 08544

609-258-4500

Professor Fiorenza Weinapple

weinapple@princeton.edu
PROVIDENCE COLLEGE

Department of Modern Languages

Providence, Rhode Island 02918

Professor Giacomo Striuli
PURDUE UNIVERSITY

Department of Foreign Languages and Literature

640 Oval Drive

West Lafayette, IN 47907

765-494-3828

Professor Elena Coda
ecoda@purdue.edu
QUEENS COLLEGE, CUNY

European Languages and Literatures

65-30 Kissena Blvd.

Flushing, New York 11367
Professor Hermann W. Haller
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND

Department of Modern and Classical Languages & Literatures

106 Swan Hall, 60 Upper College Road
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881-0812

Professor Catherine M. Sama
csama@uri.edu
RIDER UNIVERSITY

2083 Lawrenceville Road

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Professor Elizabeth Scheiber

escheiber@rider.edu
ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY

Department of Modern Languages, Classics, and Philosophy

1 Old Ferry Road

Bristol, RI 02809-2921

Professor Peter R. Alfieri
palfieri@rwu.edu
SAINT JOSEPH’S UNIVERSITY

Department of Foreign Languages & Literatures

5600 City Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19131

Professor Paola Giuli

giuli@sju.edu
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

Department of French & Italian Language & Literatures

College of Arts and Letters
San Diego, California 92182
Professor Clarissa Clò
cclo@mail.sdsu.edu
SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

Foreign Language Department

501 Crescent St.

New Haven, CT 06515
UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO

Department of Languages & Literatures

5998 Alcala Park

San Diego, California 92110-2492

Professor Loredana Di Martino

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Department of English

Tampa, Florida 33620

Professor Silvia Ruffo Fiore
sfiore@usf.edu
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Dept. Of French & Italian, THH
126 University Park

Los Angele, California 90089-0359

Professor Margaret Rosenthal

mrosenthal@usc.edu
STANDFORD UNIVERSITY

Department of French and Italian

450 Serra Mall

Stanford, CA 94305-2004

Professor David Lummus
ST. JOHNS UNIVERSITY

Dept. of Modern Foreign Languages Classical Studies

Grand Central and Utopia Parkways

Jamaica, New York 11439
Professor F. Russo
Russof@stjohns.edu

SUNY AT STONY BROOK

Department of French and Italian

Stony Brook, New York 11794

Professor Giuseppe Gazzola
Giuseppe.gazzola@stonybrook.edu
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
Department of Italian/Foreign Languages & Literature

206 H.B. Crouse

Syracuse, New York 13210

Professor Stefano Giannini
giannini@syr.edu
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

Department of French, German, Italian and Slavic

532 Anderson Hall 527

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19122

Professor G. Noris

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

Department of French and Italian

1, University Station B7600

Austin, Texas 78712-1197

Professor Irene Eibenstein-Alvisi
TOWSON UNIVERSITY

Foreign Language Department

8000 York Rd.

Towson, MD 21252-0001

Professor Margherita Pampinella-Cropper

mpampinellacropper@townson.edu
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

Dept of French & Italian

2201 West End Ave.

Nashville, TN 37235

Professor Letizia Modena
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT

Department of Romance Languages

517 Waterman Bldg.

85 South Prospect

 Burlington, VT 05405-0160
Professor Antonello Borra
antonello.borra@urm.edu
VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY

Modern Languages & Literatures, 303 SAC
800 Lancaster Avenue

Villanova, PA 19085-1699
Professor Diane Biunno
Email: diane.biunno@villanova.edu

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
Dept. of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese

402 Cabell Hall

Charlottesville, Virginia 22903

Deborah Parker

Dwp7k@virginia.edu 

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY
Department of Romance Languages

P.O. Box 7566 Reynolda Station

Winston Salem, N.C. 27109

Professor Roberta Morosini
morosir@wfu.edu
THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY
Department of Modern Languages & Literatures

PO Box 8795

Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

Professor Sergio Ferrarese
sferrarese@wm.edu
WHEATON COLLEGE
Department of Spanish and Italian
26 E. Main Street
Norton, MA 02766

Professor Tommasina Gabriele

tgabriel@wheatoncollege.edu
YALE UNIVERSITY

Italian Languages and Literature

P.O. Box 4067 Yale Station

New Haven, Connecticut 06520

Professor Giuseppe Mazzotta
Giuseppe.mazzotta@yale.edu 

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT
Welcome to the new chapters:

Auburn University

Marist College

University of Miami

Dartmouth College
Dear Colleagues: 
I’d like to remind the chapter advisors to order the honor cords to accompany the certificates of recognition for our students.  The honor cords are to be worn by inductees at the graduation ceremony. The one-time membership fee for each new member is now $30, of which $26 is sent to the national office and $4 remains with the local chapter for GKA activities. The increase in the induction fee is due to the increased cost of the honor cords.
PLEASE READ: VERY IMPORTANT!


When requesting certificates and cords, you must allow at least two weeks of mailing time. I cannot be held responsible for the proper arrival of material, since I will mail the requested certificates and cords only AFTER I receive the check to cover the costs. Thank you for your courtesy in allowing the time needed for shipping. Requests will be accepted no later than May 3rd, 2017
May I ask each one of you to contact an institution you know that does not have a GKA Chapter. I am including a flyer for you to distribute for this purpose. There are still many places that do not have a GKA Chapter, and our goal is that all the American Institutions that offer Italian become affiliated with the GKA.  After all, this is the ONLY National Italian Honor Society, so why shouldn’t every institution belong!
For the induction into Gamma Kappa Alpha in 2017, I am asking to please send me only ONE request for GKA membership certificates per year.  We need to keep mailing expenses down. Please be advised that I will be charging a $10 fee for any additional mailing for certificates and honor cords. Last spring, there were numerous requests for additional mailings which were all done at the expense of the GKA Society. I also have to remind colleagues that I will not mail out ANY certificates and chords without a check accompanying the request.  To receive prompt attention and the requested certificates, YOU MUST HAVE a check made out to the GKA National Italian Honor Society; otherwise the materials requested will not be mailed.

I would like to ask the Advisors not to mail me students’ personal checks.  There have been a few “returned checks for insufficient funds.”  Needless to say the Association has lost money in some cases.  Ask the students to write you a check or give you cash; then write the National Association a check for the total number of certificates requested.  A personal check from a colleague is fine; there is no need to have the University issue a payment check to the GKA.

Many Chapter Advisors have requested additional copies of the GKA Award for scholarship guidelines.   I am enclosing a copy for each of you along with this letter.

Regrettably, a few institutions that held an induction mailed me neither the names of the inducted students nor news on their ceremony, nor any of the activities held during the 2016 academic year.  In writing this Newsletter, I had to leave out these institutions.


Please mail in information on your induction ceremony, on students, and on the activities of your Italian area.  It is nice to share experiences with colleagues, and many times we can always learn from what others are doing.  Thank you for your cooperation.  I am also including the Oath of out Society.  I have my students recite it after me before they officially accept the GKA certificate and chord.  It makes the ceremony more formal, it is yours to use if you want to incorporate it into your ceremony.

Best of luck and warm wishes for the remainder of the academic year.

Cordially,

Maria Rosaria Vitti-Alexander

Nazareth College of Rochester

Gamma Kappa Alpha Award Scholarship

I. Name of Award: Gamma Kappa Alpha Award for Scholarship.

II. Purpose: To recognize outstanding undergraduate scholarship in the field of Italian literature, civilization or linguistics.

III. Amount of Award: One $500 award yearly, contingent on availability of funds and subject to approval by the Board of Directors.
IV. Administration of Award: An Award Committee will be appointed by the President of the Society.  Three members, one of whom will be designated as “chair,” will serve at the pleasure of the President.  Upon receiving nominations, the Chair will contact members of the committee to review each nomination package.  The chair will report to the President the committee’s recommendation.  The President will then notify the Secretary-Treasurer, who will make out a check in the sum of $500, drawn from the Society’s funds.  The award may not be given if the committee is unable to make a recommendation to the President.
V. Eligibility: Undergraduate students attending an institution with a GKA chapter.  Students must be seniors completing a major, minor, or concentration in Italian literature, civilization, or linguistics, and must meet eligibility requirements for induction into GKA.
VI. Nomination: Eligible students will be invited to the Chapter Academic Advisor to submit an essay in the field of Italian literature, civilization, or linguistics to a nominating committee comprised of the Chapter Academic Advisor and at least one other member of the home institution.  No more than five faculty members may be invited by the Chapter Academic Advisor to serve on the nominating committee.  After evaluating the essay(s), the committee will recommend no more than one candidate for the award.
VII. Deadlines: Chapter Academic Advisor will send nomination packages to the Chair of the Award Committee by April 8, 2017.  The Chair will notify the President, as soon as feasible, of the committee’s decision.  The president will notify the Secretary-Treasurer, who will send the check.
VIII. Nomination Package: The Chapter Academic Advisor is responsible for assembling a nomination package for each student.  The nomination package consists of four copies of each of the following items:
1) Curriculum vitae

2) Transcripts of all colleges attended (if more than one).  Only one set of transcripts needs to be official.  The other tree sets may be copies.
3) A letter of nomination and recommendation written by the Academic Advisor and signed by all members of the Nominating Committee and the department Chair.
4) The entered essay.
Please pay attention to the following:
A. Essays must be written in Italian

B. Essays must consist of a minimum of two thousand (2000) words to a maximum of two thousand five hundred (2500) words, i.e. eight (8) to ten (10) pages, type-written or computer generated.
C. We are offering one (1) award, in the amount of five hundred (500) dollars.
FINANCIAL REPORT

The association is doing well financially.  Presently we have two accounts at Key Bank of Rochester, N.Y.
Checking Account Balance:

$14,840.19
Money Market Account Balance:
$13,876.74
We strongly encourage chapters to nominate a candidate and encourage him/her to enter an essay for the Gamma Kappa Alpha award scholarship.  It is important to remember that students are driven when their endeavors are rewarded.  Thank you all for this wonderful opportunity to serve the GKA it is truly a pleasure.
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